
Happy Holidays! 

Our travels this year began in April with a long weekend for Jane’s birthday on St. Simons Island, GA. We had 

never been to this beautiful town and beach before and very much enjoyed our stay. We’ll be back.  

In May, Jane, along with her friends, Alma, Barb, and Ruth, went on a girl’s trip to Santa Fe.  They had a great 

time going to a spa, shopping, sightseeing, and eating great food.  

In early August we drove to Pittsburgh for John’s family reunion and a chance to visit with old friends. On the 

way back to Greenville we stopped to visit Harpers Ferry, WV, the site of abolitionist John Brown’s raid on the 

US arsenal in October 1859 (when it was part of VA). John Brown was executed when the raid failed. We had 

been meaning to visit there for several years. 

At the end of August, we headed for FL. Our first stop was at the 

Kennedy Space Center where I worked on the Space Shuttle for eight 

years back in the 70’s (how time flies). The KSC Visitor Complex 

has so much history of the US space program over the years. We took 

the bus tour around the Center and spend many hours exploring the 

exhibits and attending the programs. Unfortunately, we did not get to 

see a launch. (Shuttle Atlantis picture.) 

After departing KSC, we stopped for lunch with my cousins in St. Peterburg and then headed to Sanibel Island 

for a week. Hurricane Ian in September 2022 devastated Sanibel and most of Southwest Florida. It has taken 

three years of rebuilding to get our resort reopened and there is still work to be done. While a lot of businesses 

and other resorts are open, many did not survive. We were able to walk on the restored beach, our favorite thing 

to do, and many restaurants and shops have reopened. But it will be years before recovery is complete.  

No sooner had we returned home from Sanibel and it was time to start packing again. We flew to Stockholm to 

start our 15-day Viking Homelands cruise aboard the Viking ocean ship, Neptune. We added extensions to each 

end of the trip, for a total of 20 days. We had two days to spend in Stockholm and enjoyed every minute of the 

city.  

Stockholm, the capital and largest city in Sweden, has one million people and stretches across 14 islands. Our 

pre-cruise hotel was on the harbor and next to the 13th century Gamla Stan (“The Old Town”) which has lots of 

charm, shops, restaurants, and cobblestone streets. The Parliament 

and Royal Palace were close by, and we passed the Nobel Museum.  

One of our favorite attractions was the Vasa Museum. It is huge and 

displays the Vasa, an almost fully (98%) intact, 64-gun warship that 

sank on its maiden voyage in 1628. It capsized after sailing only 1400 

yards in the harbor, killing most of the crew. It lay preserved in the 

harbor mud for over three centuries until it was found in the late 50’s. 

Over the years it was painstakingly raised and refurbished. 

Departing Stockholm, the ship headed to Tallinn, Estonia, another old and beautiful city. We toured the 

UNESCO-listed old town. Then it was on to Gdansk, Poland. Gdansk was the first city attacked by Germany to 

start WWII. Most of the city was destroyed but, amazingly, it has been rebuilt to its prior glory and looks as it 

did before the war. 

After stops in Bornholm, an island that is part of Denmark, and 

Berlin, it was on to Copenhagen. We spent our day there walking all 

around the waterfront and enjoyed seeing the throngs of people out 

and about. It’s a very beautiful city. We wish we’d had more time 

there (picture). 

After a stop in Alborg, Denmark it was on to Oslo, Norway. It was 

the first of two visits there on the trip. Our tour guide took us through 



Vigeland Sculpture Park which has over 200 sculptures by Gustav Vigeland showing the full range of human 

emotions. 

Our next stop was Stavanger. Our tour took us to the Norwegian Petroleum Museum, somewhat of an anomaly 

given that Norway has one of the highest rates of EV vehicle adoption in the world. The revenues from oil and 

gas have resulted in Norway having a huge sovereign wealth fund. 

From Stavanger, the next stop was Bergen. Due to a large storm moving in from the Atlantic, we did not get to 

the fjords around Eidfjord. Instead, we had two days to explore Bergen. Bryggen wharf is a World Heritage Site 

and charming to walk around and get in a bit of shopping. 

Our cruise ended in Bergen, but we had booked an excursion on 

the train trip from Bergen to Oslo. This is known as one of the 

most beautiful train trips in the world, and it lived up to 

expectations. In the seven-hour trip we crossed the mountains at 

4,000 feet and supposedly went through over 150 tunnels. 

After arriving in Oslo, we had more time to explore the city for 

two days. We walked everywhere, especially along the 

waterfront. The beautiful opera house has a roof that everyone 

walks on to get a great view of the city. The Nobel Peace Prize is given here and while we saw the building 

where it occurs, we left a few days before this year’s announcement. 

Jane and her sister Ruth traveled to DC to visit family a couple of times this year.  They were able to see their 

brother Jim and his family but, as usual, they stayed with their niece Jen and her family. 

Jane continues to be involved in Greenville Women Giving, a collective women’s giving organization. We are 

still taking classes at OLLI @ Furman and continue to enjoy a program that is highly rated. 

We wish you and yours a very happy holiday season and a great 2026! 

Jane & John 

 

 

  

 


